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R" v r - a nd SA’-'vKi. 1 , 
Moru mental I ip i =t C>ji- ;E ’ 
re s ides at 

inter vie? .*()« 4 , 0*4 «.s fol' 



VM E'- 
? 



MEister ol the 
'*■ Parkway East , who 
fc». t ph •»« . T *- nrx- 5 see , on 



R-V <•■;■« Vrj KM .Si, v».- r.t- i .»•, -d .t . Memphis lor 
approx uvi.te i v ‘.he ft . i* t> on thi Executive 

E-oaid °i ty Vesr-phiA, Tenr-f •••-■ » , lr.a.n>;h of the v»tional 
A? =oc i i t ion 1 a: the A dv an f. of colored People (NAACP) 
ard i = als o a of th-> N.-i’ V r ; f un Leadership 

Co..il erer.ce ( S( LC > , the Rituc.* 1 h *- a -Lfj .voter's ol which is 
At la Kit, Georg ia, Aid tr?N Pr> .• uh 1 . t >A which, up until 
April 4, 19 6-8 , *i~ Or. X-A.Hi .IN IVidt'ff KJ>G, ,JR. 



We \ r est o-1 KYLES *-i 
str ike bi-gar in y-.- mphis , Te 
that shortly after its vhar 
Me mph is , i ; >o 1 ud i eg h s « -w- j j > 
■which adopter the r-aroe of r 
(COME), raiding funds for 
assist sr-g them in drily p.t . 
activity. H- stvt«~d that a 
along hi tii sone C'l the o l h- 



-» JR., 



to rnaw to 

I • 



LUTHER KIN 

March 18, i t> 6-8 , h- ga-,c 
to approximately 10 , 00(1 i.o 
community ot Memphis to on, i 

K f E S «rd so os cl 
ir-duce-d Dr. EiVy to rotum 
M Yr c h 28, IP 68, to lead a a 
of the s?n 1 1 at i e a w or k a r ss . 



i : '.--d :.hit a sir- iiation workers’ 

- 4 - ' . 1- h.-uvry 12, 1968, and 
-i cTivsp ol Jt“- gro ministers in 
1 ;l together to form a group 
m T ■ , r. 1 1 v or- f he Move for Equality 
*- -' <u t - c i oo s i. r i k »- rs and 

- * >r- i o '.?.<• r st r ike -support 
o )v V? March 18, 1968, he, 
mvr p ad-'-s, induced Dr. MARTIN 
Mcrph wfje-rx. , on the night of 
-- p i r > .g t a. f k «■:. M-. Temple 



, i” (V 
!•■! i : 



>p ;-- 3 urging the Negro 
r;i,- v»r ita> ic.i workers. 



ty (*k ‘ ‘-r (vivE P •■? • r s also 
to V* p.ph i«; or the marring of 
- “ - ix r dc-i.'.’i o*r> march in support 



C'o r side rat 



h 



resulted during this r.*t c \ 



-kis-'g of down l own * ir.dous and looting 
.ilt of which. KYLES stated 



th.*^ sinuiien strike rvfih'd r * t i-o* public ify, and 
Dr. KJN«: ag r*-*>d to »-etur» t ■> M- rptr.-, aioeg vji.h other SCLC staff 
me sche rs , n <-+rl .y Apr u, i -• r- « 
th‘- s tr, im i :>,n wo r k- '-c 



support on behalf of 



\ 



Or. Vs 3/ 68 



V- .nr'. 



Sf "; 1 : 



K.jr i; 44.1987 



I '»«i< Hi-! «ilr(! 



4 , "25/68 




' T - 



ME 44-198? 
2 



Reverend KYLER r^c > 2 :* -i 
returned to Ken.pt As or. Weds.* Vi <• ft- - 
v it h several oi his stafi as-*:c 
President oi SCLC, Rfcver<*r.2_PA' P u . C 



.t Dr. KING actually 
n.«-g r April 3 , 1968, 
to c 1 >-• d in g t he V ic e 
ApfiRNA RHY and his 



the Lorraine Hotel aid Motel 4 ,;6 u-trer, Lomphis, 

and actually KYLES had ^r.te.t - oc-xs U . s..®» • °- t.f SCLC 
staff member? under his nJE r , He pointed out that actually 
he lls registered in Root* 3-2 of t.M Lorraine Motel as of 

April 3, 1968 , although he did not phy a icu,lly occupy ^ this 



room and did not r,ow re 



C j. . 



the exact SCLC individual who 



occupied Room 332. He rectir i that Dr. KINu occupied 
Room 306, as did Reverend RALPH I). AEERN ViHY. 

He recalled that Dj „ KING ar-d his staff remained 
, . , , _ • .. ,> n iqf;» and also remained 

in Memphis on the nigh, of a P- '•) d, -r , t 

in Memphis or.- Aoril 4, 1968. in addition, h- pour- ed out 
that there had fceea widespread put. >city i-» ^ s 

Memphis news media, including the two dauly white newspapers 
l -t also on vutueUv all of the rv.Uo and wl^ia.on stations 

4 Fr . y pj r# v i:=L sv?fi in Memphis 

r nnrfl n J t- IlC O *. *■• . .. . -i 

corictniii.K . _ - ,r i *. , 31 - fhp l.orraine Motel. 



ar.d of the fact that they ve-«- u** - - - - , + 

He stated he could not re cull the r.p-cjfic d ^ich 

b,.t the.ee was at least one broadcast, po^xbly more which 
even gave the room, number, wwly Booe 305, x» wr.ich Dr KING 
", string » IMpht*. »4 th.r th» Jr ,r«t.oc «s readily 



the time to listen tc the 
words, he sa|d it. was no sec 
stay ing . 



■•e v- 

: ~ t 



(.' t idc tsts 
:> where Dr 



In other 
KING was 



Re vr- rood KYLES recalled tnu: he personally went 
to the Lorra ine Motel at *pp* vximutc ly 3 :36 F.J>. on April , 
1968, and recalled tSt ^ the 

a sirging group cl the Sv-X, * ^ BRANCH a 

rooms in tl r motel, this group -*' ;•;& * ‘ y " k VlFS joined 
former music teacher oi rnt,,- WL J 

•this group and ...ey a.i * ‘ ' r » Rcvcr - od KYLES 

until H'P 1 -cM^tely o p.*, ■ t- a. P- ~ 1 ■ 

to Room 306 of the L.o.; r.- :rt- -o um.i. .. ixa 

V# B ’i. 

! lor 
oi p. i j 4, ,'.963, pointing out 



Dr. MAR 1 IN LI' s HER KING, «-’R 



He poiob d out. that he had at.’ 
Reverend A EEFN A THY to his hex; 
a '’’.-oil d inner " on the £ ter: i:<j 



/.d MAI P)f &. AliSP-NATHY. 
.0; . K 1 v G and 
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V *\ Dr ‘ £r;d Bew6;r * c3 •-cSR.;>4nr/ both savored "soul food 

»..ich would normally consist of neck bnr-s, eh it ter lines ’ 
temp greens and black-eyed pe.v« vd ft bat his wife had 5 
consented to cook such a di Dr. KING and his croup 

bv til e r^° Ut UL ^° ;h KIVj hid been reminded 

by hi, e.rli.r that dinner v, *„ > „ jpprox ic, tely 6 p.m. 



5 . o n n m recalled thar. during trie approximate period from 
o.ou p.m to 5:55 p.m., *pn.i 4, .1968, that Dr. KING 
Reverend ABERNATHY and lievii-:;) KYLES sat and talked’ in 
Room 306 as Dr. KING and ABERNATHY' dressed in preparation 
for the dinner appointment. At a fti>o estimated by KYLES 
L :5 f, P ' T m ** ° r tber.iab.vjts. Dr. KING walked out of 
Room 306 of the Lorraine Motel , fh~ door of whicn faces 
west and overlooks a swimming pool and parking area onto 
Mulberry Street, which is a nr row ->or th-south street in 



Memphis. Dr. KING'S room, 306, was on the second floor and 

;Pr e + K v'V Ut ° f the roc,r ‘ 15 a balcony and walkway 

: r£ J‘ the balcony having an inn isil approximately three 

KY?Rs h rf h ai? 5 e&p . oc *; frorn ls:lln 8 oi s balcony. Dr. KING, 

KYLES recalled > stood or. the. LuLn-oy and was speak in» with 

various people standing ir- tr.<? parking area of the motel 

directly beneath him. One of the persons with whom Dr KING 

frP S £f a \ ing Reverend JESSE JACKSON , an SCLC staff "member 
from Chicago, Illinois. KYLES recalled leaving Room 306 and 
going ou„ ar.d talking. with Dr. KING, telling him not to 
bring too many people to his hoy** or there would not be 
cnougu food to satisfy all of them. KYLES also recalled 
t..ac SO^O.MONr JONES, a local N c grc who works for one of the 

ureral horoc.b, had been Dr, KING'S chauffeur while in Memphis 
and that KING may have made some comment to JONES about getting 
the c * r r<?ad >’ for their trip to the KYLES residence. 

. Reverend KYLES also recalled that at. about this 

period of time Reverend A PERN A THY had applied sh?.vin» cream 
to his face preparing to talc- » quick shave before departing 
to dinner and that KY'LES and KING were standing side by 
side on the ba.leony and he ala- ... - 

to CHAUNCBY ESKRIDGE who is a? »Uon 
was in Memphis with the SCLC ufcaff . 



recalled that KING spoke 
ey for SCLC and who 
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Others recalled ty KYUS3 t-eirg on the ground 
level within viewing and list- r.i.tg distance of Dr, KING 
were Reverend JAMES L. BSVEl , also of the SCLC staff and 
who has recently been living ir Chicago, and several 
young Negroes, names not recalled, W'bo had been hanging 
around and supporting the sa,-. 1 :: at ion workers strike. 

He pointed out that he would put these folks in the* 
category of ’'hero worshipers 1 ' who liked to be around KING 
and other important personages. 

At this point, KYI EG i mated the time as 

being approximately 6 o’clock p.tn,, and stated that he, 

KYLES, started to walk north on the balcony walkway toward 
the old Lorraine Hotel portion of the establ ishment for 
the purpose of getting his car, which was parked on the 
parking lot. He recalled looking down and saying something 
to CKAUNCEY ESKRIDGE who was standing on the ground and 
estimated that he had walked approximately four door lengths 
north of Room 306 when he, KYLES, h*ar d a loud but possibly 
muffled sound. At first he thought it was a noise from 
the immediate area possibly caused by the. back! iring of 
an automobile or possibly even a loud firecracker which 
had exploded in the immediate vicinity. 

He was next conscious of seeing Reverend JAMES L. 
BEVBL who had been .standing c-r. the ground north of Room 306 
running to the motel area ostensibly for cover and recalled 
some unknown individual yelling in A loud voice, "They’ve 
shot MART IN I ” At this point he turned around and looked 
back south toward the entrance of Room 306 and was next 
conscious of seeing Dr. KING’S prone body. KING was resting 
on the balcony floor with his back to the floor, his face 
facing upward , his feet partially protruding through the 
grill work of the iron railway, a r.d his head headed in a south 
easterly direction toward the passageway just south of Room 
306 . 

KYLES continued that he took a quick glance at 
KING’S prone body after reaching game and tit a gaping hole 
in what he recalled to be the right r-ide of KING’S face 
.in the area of his cheek boro" ar.d protruding downward into 
h r s neck area. He stated t b \ he was not familiar with 
guns or gun wounds but he s-;> r.xc tor*] y realized that the 




i 

i 



\ 
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no iss which he had he i r ■•) t fi doubled! y been that of a 
gunshot «h »rh h.»d vo-'.de i I- - . i\ IN C, . He pointed out that 
KINg's e ve? a ppe ared to b? o-z'-t- ••*■• d t hat he personally 
felt KING n!»y still h%ve :• a 1 .v* e , fie *».j rot conscious 
of anyone else re-.r KING'S ■. ••,1 v > '• i hi*- t i •&< and pointed 
out that he newt into a nt* of « hock %oc rar> rather 
hysterically ir-’.o Koo-t- 306 he attempted to use a 

telephone for the- purpose of r riling an a, rr.tulance . In 
the meantime, ABERNATVIY h--C r-jf of Boon* 306 with 

shaving ere *»m still on his in »•:. effort to see what 

had happened to Dr. KING. X'LFS pointed out that in his 
confusion he was unable to pick up the phone properly to 
call the mote-1 switchboard to ask for ?,r. ambulance and 
recalled ABERNATHY running back into the room and telling 
hi® to settle down and gain his composure as everything 
would be all right. 

KYLES can.-?; back eu v. of the room to the vicinity of 
KING '*i body ar-d was next cor • c.«.«>uv. of seeing several uniformed 
Memphis Police eff icfrs run fog o- foot toward the vicinity of 
KING’S tody *v»d recalled of them yelling. ’’What happened?" 

He stated that he rt*e w! I«d y*- 7 Ling at soste of the police 
officers to call an ambu2»nc.'- . Be. was ?,ext conscious of 
Revere.no ABERNATHY le.aoip.g o.er KING'S prone body attempting 
to talk with KING or to get -;..-roe response from him and could 
recall hearing A BERN A1 iiY ‘'KARTJN, car. you hear me?" 

Reverend KYLES rec.-lled running into Room 306 and 
grabbing up* a bedspread off c-oo of the beds which he brought 
out to use to cover KING’S body. He recalled that a white 
male employee of the United States Justice Department, name 
not recalled, who had been staying At the motel brought a towel 
which scraeone held over the large gaping wound on the right 
side of KING’S face. 

within a few ko® 4 nt « as ambulance arrived to take 
KING’S body to a hospital and he. recalled that a JOSEPH 
I.OUW, an African who is a photograph* *• arid who was staying 
at the motel, t-~-ok so m-= picture-? in the irradiate vicinity 
and that many of the people by this t i c a a had come to the 

balcony seenrd i o point ic*i j west p, ids of Mulberry 

where i here is a thick* t of f ; Ac d * opty land bordered 
further on the west - ty the t - rk s i Ik of worn- old two-story 
brick buildings which 1 tee ^ Street and indicated in 




ME 44-1987 
6 



their pointing and cowsitts .'hi' 



hot probably came 



from that general direction. In oiler ‘^ds, tS shot 
tame from the west toward the east. 

„ . Thereafter, according to Reverend KYLES, an 

Hospi?*f CtSV t0 ° k 154 ‘ KIKtf ’ v *>■**>’ to tta ^ St. Joseph 

Reverend KYLES looked afc & series of photographs 
vmch appeared an ‘Life Magazine , issue of April 12 1968 

Dr KIN'”? 1 ? 1 ^ ere t ' lken Utel y a.ft*r the shooting of 

Sejict r» "k,s?;; t to th * r-j ' 1 •>< «» »«•« »»d\bi«h 

tXihw- , K ^ b 5 P' or ' e bod Y 2ymg face up on the concrete 
1^1*1 onth2seco:,rl floor hrlcor.y of the Lorraine Motel 
>nd taken by Photographer JOSEPH LOUW. He stated that the 
only people that he could identify by name ir, the early 
photographs prior to the arrival of the i-^-ulance were 
Reverend ANDREW YOUNG of the SO.LC sr..,ff and some 'local 

6ffor?V fied Negr ° eS who * 6r€ ^P-^ntly assisting in an 

' V ■ render radiate first aid to Dr. KING. Reverend 

aimw P ‘ fc ^ d ° u 5 thst the^e. photographs must have been taken 
almost immediately following u« shooting of Dr. KING because 
they do not show the bc-dspr-e.-d over KING'S body. 



Ke stated that very 
cogn iziat of the fact that Dr 
at. his home on the evening of 
guests who had been invited t 
his br ot her Reverend A . D. w 
latter’s companions, Mrs, LUK 
both of Louisville, Kentucky; 
was to have been there, as w ?, 
that Reverend ANDREW YOUNG ar* 
SCLC staff, were also to be h 
evening . 



few people actually were 
< K. J?-u w-%3 to be s dinner guest 
Ap-'i] 4, 1968; that among the 
o his recollection were Dr, KING 
/LI. 1.4 MS KING, and two of the 
JE WARD and Mrs. GEORGIA M. DAVIS, 
and that Reverend ABERNATHY 
... CKAUNCEf ESKRIDGE. He stated 
d HO SEA WILLIAMS, both of the 
is dinner guests or. that 



He st a ted that to his recollection there had been 
no publicity concerning the f;<L; that KING and his small 
party were to be his dinner geest,- that it a pp . a red to 

.-e a mere (ou,uJ%co5 t hat Or. X/N\. v-lked out in front of 
the doorway of Room 306 and d th-re some four to five 

minutes prior to the time that ne s shot 



4 : 




i 

f 



ME 44-1987 
7 



Reverend KYLES' st*t: 
oemory during the intervening 
Nsing shot and that at so tir 
anyone to the vest or north*--.; 
is now convinced the shot c 
any of the windows in the hoi’ 
the rear entrances of wnich w 
and he saw no one or. the grou: 

He seated that he v- 
shortly after the shooting w.n 
ground level i.v* the parking ,jjr 
stated that after the shot he 
from the Motel to the middle < 
he did not see anyone with ary 
or in any of the buildings. H 
SOLOMON JONES has beer repor ts 
someone possibly with a white 
just west of the- west side of 
bushes and possibly saw soreon 
area . 



d tfai b- had searched his 
■i*. sufc sequent to Dr. KING’S 
•too I d h? recall seeing 
from which direction he 
. Hr ‘S-rf no one looking out 
f;ngs facing Main Street, 

>uld have faced the Motel- 
d be 1 ow . 

Ikeo with CHAENCEf ESKRIDGE 
aba.-. ESKRIDGE who w 3 s on the 
ra in front of the Motel 
ESKR XOo-E , had run west 
1 Mulberry Street but that 
firearm either or. the ground 
ever*, rd KYLES recalled that 
d to have stated that he saw 
headpiece in the ground area 
Mulberry Street behind the 
drop something in that 



p ’ everend KYLES s~at*-d that in fairness to JONES 

Jn E i V° have Sf>en tbe gfour.d area which he bad 
originally described because of the fact that the^e is a 

vhicb Pa-rourd5 the- swimming pool and 

shot and , r tbis ^11 when KING was 

shot and coujd not have seen behind the bushes on the 

west side- of Mulberry Street as thiii wall is about eight fee 



that none of his 
:qua i r.t ances in Memphis 



Reverend KYLES concluded 

; h T!f flta ? CfS tb ® SCLC °* other m aemp ais 

who have teen close to the Negro movement can recall anything 
concerning any suspicious movements in the vicinity of the 

D,°:Tmc :s e j.jr di6i6iy *- «- 
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